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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to amendment filed on March 6, 2006. Original 
application contained Claims 1-21. Applicant previously amended Claims 1,3, and 17. Applicant 
previously added new Claims 22-25. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the 
rejection of the last Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is 
withdrawn. Therefore, presently pending claims are 1-25. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-25 have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on May and September 2003 in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nojima et al. U. 
S. Patent (6,442,532). 

3. Regarding claim 1 Nojima teaches and describes an information providing system and 
method comprising: 

- forming a program database by dividing multimedia information into items f partial 
information formed of frame or frames and respectively adding program feature data 
representing respective contents of the partial information to the plural partial information to 
thereby respectively store the partial information with the added program feature data in the 
program database (col.4 line 16 to line 50); searching for the partial information which accords 
with user profile data from the program database based on matching between the user profile 
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data and the program feature data; and reading out the searched partial information from the 
database and providing the searched partial information to a user (col.4 line 51 to col.5 line 37). 

4. Regarding claim 3 Nojima teaches and describes an information providing system and 
method comprising: 

- a first database configured to store multimedia information; an analyze section 
configured to analyze said multimedia information stored in said first database in units of partial 
information of the multimedia information using at least one analysis method of moving image 
analysis, acoustic/speech analysis, and text analysis (col.4 line 16 to line 50) 

- a second database configured to divide the multimedia information into plural partial 
information formed on frame or frames based on a result of the analysis by the analyze section 
and to add program feature data representing respective contents of the plural partial information 
which is obtained from a result of analysis made by the analyze section in units of the partial 
information or program feature data representing respective contents of the plural partial 
information which is externally inputted in units of the partial information to the plural partial 
information to thereby store the partial information with the added program feature data , (col.4 
line 51 to col.5 line 37); and 

a search engine configured to search for program feature data from said second database 
in accordance with user profile data to find program feature data which accords with the user 
profile, and read the partial information from said first database in accordance with the found 
searched program feature data (col.8 line 44 to line 66). 
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5. Regarding Claim 17 Nojima teaches and describes an information reception apparatus 
connected to an information providing server having an analyze section configured to analyze 
multimedia information using at least one analysis method of moving image analysis, 
acoustic/speech analysis, and text analysis, a database which divides multimedia information 
into partial information formed of a frame or frames based on a result of analysis by analyze 
section, each partial information including representative images of a respective multimedia 
information, adds either (1 program feature data representing respective contents of the plural 
partial information which is obtained from a result of analysis made by the analysis section in 
units of the plural information or (2) program feature data representing respective contents of 
the plural information which is externally input in units of the partial information to the plural 
partial information to thereby store the partial information with the added program feature data 
, (col.4 line 16 to col.5 line 37)the apparatus, comprising: 

a search engine configured to search for predetermined program feature data which 
accords with user profile data from said second database, and add the partial information from 
said database in accordance with searched program feature data (col.8 line 44 to line 66). 

6. Claims 5-8, 1 1, 14, 19, and 22-24 are rejected applied as above rejecting claims 1, 3 and 
17. Furthermore, Nojima teaches and describes a system and method for monitoring and 
selecting from a number of multimedia information, wherein: 

- said user profile data includes information associated with the user's taste (col. 2 line 29 
to line 34); 
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- a keyboard configured to input said program feature data to said second database (col.4 
line 30 to line 41); 

- a third database configured to store said user profile data (col. 6 line 50 to col.7 line 3); 

- a fourth database configured to store commercial message information and a fifth 
database configured to store commercial feature data, wherein said search engine searches for the 
commercial feature data from said fifth database in accordance with the user profile data, and 
searches for the commercial message information corresponding to a searched commercial 
feature data from said fourth database (col 5 line 50 to col. 6 line 49); 

- a history recording section configured to record a viewing history data of a user (col. 15 
line 20 to line 35). 

- a display section configured to display the partial information selected by said search 
engine (col. 10 line 1 to line 20); 

- storing the user profile data, and updating the user profile data based on a result of a 
search by adding an item of information corresponding to the searched partial information to the 
user profile data (col. 6 line 38 to line 50). 

- each plural partial information includes representative images of respective multimedia 
information (col.5 line 5 to line 18). 

7. Claims 2, 4, 9-10, 12-13, and 15-16, 18, 20-21, and 25 are rejected applied as above 
rejecting claims 5, 8 1 1, 19, and 22-24. Furthermore, Nojima teaches and describes a system, and 
method where retrieval of individual sections of video and audio, based on content, wherein: 

- adding commercial feature data to commercial information to form a commercial 
database; and providing, to the user, commercial information which accords with the user profile 
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data based on matching between the user profile data and the commercial feature data when 
providing said searched partial information to the user (col 7 line 66 to col.8 line 35); 

- a link section configured to obtain a representative image of said partial information, 
and construct a display image including said representative image and searched program feature 
data (col. 3 line 2 to line 19); 

- the user profile data include information representing one of a producer, title, character, 
and genre of the multimedia information (col.6 line 25 to line 37); and said search engine 
searches for program feature data from said second database, and data which matches a thesaurus 
of the program feature data (col. 5 line 58 to col.6 line 5); 

- said viewing history data represents a user, start and end time of watch, and program 
feature data of information watched by the user (col. 4 line 56 to col.5 line 13); 

- a third database configured to store said user profile data; and a rewrite section 
configured to rewrite the user profile data stored in said third database in accordance with said 
viewing history data (col. 6 line 38 to line 50); 

- a display section configured to display the partial information selected by said search 
engine and display the commercial message information selected by said search engine as a 
banner (col.l 1 line 30 to line 46); and a display section configured to display the partial 
information selected by said search engine and display the commercial message information 
selected by said search engine as a sub window (col. 1 1 line 48 to col. 12 line 45); 

- said group of information items including data indicating personal profile of the user; 
and said group of information items including data indicating taste of the user (col. 2 line 29 to 
line 34); 
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- each plural partial information includes representative images of respective multimedia 
information (col.5 line 5 to line 18). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Syed Zia whose telephone number is 571-272-3798. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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